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1 Introduction 
The 3rd Advisory Board meeting was held on the 12th of May 2020 as a web-meeting and it was 

attended by representatives of the MILE21 consortium and the Advisory Board members. The need 

for a web-meeting was mandated for safety reasons due to the on-going Covid-19 epidemic that it 

has affected the activities of the project in a varying degree. The role of the Advisory Board is to 

monitor the progress of the project and to provide an insight and feedback on the progress and it is 

scheduled to meet every six months. The current document presents the minutes of the Advisory 

Board meeting. 

 

2 Participants 
2.1 Advisory Board 
Dorothee Saar (DUH) 

Sheila Watson (FIA Foundation) 

Gabriele Grea (GREEN Research Centre) 

Georgios Fontaras (JRC) 

 

2.2 MILE21 Partners 
Luisa Crisigiovanni (ALTRO) 

Roberto Paglia (ALTRO) 

Antonio Toccarelli (ALTRO) 

Athanasios Dimaratos (AUTH) 

Stylianos Doulgeris (AUTH) 

Giannis Myrsinias (AUTH) 

Zissis Samaras (AUTH) 

Nikiforos Zacharof (AUTH) 

Alexandre Marvão (DECO) 

Giorgos Mellios (Emisia) 

Georg Bieker (ICCT) 

Peter Mock (ICCT) 

Luis Perez (OCU) 

Steve Mestdagh (TA) 

Leo Muyshondt (TA) 

René van Gijlswijk (TNO)  



3 Meeting agenda 

Time (CEST) Topic Who 

9:30 – 9:40 Welcome and setting up guidelines All 

9:40 – 12:30 

Progress on each Task (10 min each + 5 for Q&A) Task Leaders 

C.1 Developing an EU-wide website for consumer organization Altroconsumo 
C.2 Collecting and amending existing vehicle data ICCT 
C.3 Normalizing and harmonizing vehicle emissions’ data TNO 

Short break at 11.00 (20 min) 
C.4 Additional real-world testing and collecting large-scale data AUTH 
C.5 Transferability and replicability Altroconsumo 
E.1 Communication and dissemination of results Altroconsumo 
Projects and activities promoted by the members of Advisory 
Board related to mobility, automotive sector and cars emissions: 
FIA Foundation, DUH, Green, JRC and PSA (5 min each) 

Advisory 
Board 

members 

12:30 – 14:00 Break 

14:00 – 17:00 

Discussion with Advisory Board 
• Platform functionalities for BEV and PHEV users (30 min) 
• Break at 15.30 (10 min) 
• Project reach-out and long-term sustainability (30 min) 
• Discussion (60 min) 

• Synergies with other projects 
• Including further information 

material (on the MILE21 website) 
• Suggestions on future steps 

 

 

 

4 Meeting minutes 
 

4.1 Task C.1 
Altroconsumo presented the progress on Task C.1 that focuses on the development of the platform. 

At the current stage, the internal database that will hold users’ data has been created along with a 

service layer that communicates with the vehicle back-end database, which is hosted by Emisia. 

Additionally, it was demonstrated how users will register in the platform and how they will report 

their fuel consumption. 

It was also highlighted that the main MILE21 platform can be adjusted and implemented into 

different websites such as in the consumer organization sites. 



 

4.2 Task C.2 
The ICCT has proceeded into analysing the vehicle back-end database that is provided by ADAC. The 

focus has been to group the vehicle models accordingly and provide the vehicle inputs (e.g. model, 

engine capacity, etc.) that would enable users to identify their vehicles or for looking up a vehicle. 

The parameters for grouping the vehicles were make, model series, powertrain/fuel type(s), engine 

displacement, battery capacity, engine power, transmission type, emission standard, drive wheel 

and, start-stop. ADAC provides database updates every six months and in the last one included also 

the model photos, which will be presented on the platform too. 

It was also highlighted the need to maintain the database after the completion of the MILE21 to 

ensure the long-term sustainability of the project. 

 

4.3 Task C.3 
TNO presented the progress on the development of the M2 model that will provide realistic on-road 

fuel consumption values. The development investigated the following aspects: 

1. Road type distribution: urban-rural-highway and effect by powertrain 

2. Highway driving target speed: driving faster or slower than the speed limit showed to have a 

significant effect 

3. Hilliness: Effect of road grade on fuel consumption 

4. Cold start frequency: Effect of cold start by powertrain 

5. Ambient temperature: Affects vehicle warm-up and air drag 

 

Due to limited time, only the first aspect was shown in detail. The slides attached to the minutes 

show the progress in the other four fields as well. 

The development of the M2 model relies on data that are retrieved from on-road measurements 

and the vehicle large-scale monitoring that is the aim of Task C4. However, the outbreak of the 

Covid-19 epidemic affected severely the influx of data that are needed for the development and 

corrective actions are required. For this reason, the M2 model will be implemented in the launch of 

the platform, but additional improvements will be provided in future updates. 

 

4.4 Task C.4 
LAT proceeded into installing OBD loggers on various vehicles within the context of the vehicle large-

scale monitoring. Alongside, it established a procedure to retrieve the data through an FTP server 

and developed a process for translating and synchronizing the data and calculating fuel 

consumption. The accuracy of the fuel consumption calculation was also investigated and 

established a minimum trip time that is required to minimize the mean standard error. 

There was a technical issue with the OBD loggers that delayed the installation of the devices. 

However, the main issue was that data influx effectively stalled due to the Covid-19 epidemic and 

this could have an impact on the development of the M2 model. For this reason, it is planned to 

implement correction actions such as synergies with other projects and targeted testing to address 

the data shortage and deliver M2 model without further delays. 



 

4.5 Task C.5 
Altroconsumo prepared a first version of the transferability and replicability plan by receiving inputs 

from all the partners. The document aims to describe the approach to present MILE21 to external 

organizations. Additionally, the MILE21 was presented in a poster presentation at the 12th 

International Air Quality Conference and in two car expert meetings that have been organized by 

BEUC. 

 

4.6 Task E.1 
Altroconsumo has prepared a dissemination and communication plan that it will be updated in May 

2020. 

A marketing company has been selected to follow marketing activities in the Euroconsumer 

countries (Italy, Spain, Portugal, Belgium). Within the framework of the communication activities, a 

series of newsletters will be launched from September 2020 to consumer organization members 

that have expressed interest in cars and environmental topics. At the same time, a first full article 

about the project is foreseen to be published in consumer organization magazines, alongside 

Facebook and Instagram posts. 

Altroconsumo will select within May 2020 a specific agency that will manage the activity of quotes in 

media. 

Information about the MILE21 has been added to the BEUC website. 

Consumers organizations have already illustrated the project during the Car experts meeting 

organized by BEUC on June 2019 in Berlin and again in Brussels on March 2020 (online meeting). 

Altroconsumo has selected a company to create a series of 12 videos to promote MILE21. 

 

4.7 Discussion with the Advisory Board 
The Advisory Board members provided input and offered insight into how the MILE21 project could 

develop. The main points of discussion were as in the following paragraphs. 

 

4.7.1 Platform functionalities for BEV and PHEV users 
ICCT and TNO investigated an approach to include energy consumption calculation in the self-

reporting tool for BEV and PHEV users. The self-reporting tool depends on fuel tank fill-ups to 

calculate fuel consumption but given the different charging infrastructure and patterns, it was 

required to investigate different approaches. These ideas were presented and based on the 

discussion that followed it was decided to include two methods for reporting energy consumption: 

a. Enter kWh from the charger display (if available) right after charging. 

b. Use the kWh/100 km from the vehicle display 

 



At the initial platform launch, only the first approach will be offered to the users. In the following 

updates, the second one will also be included. 

 

4.7.2 Project reach-out and long-term sustainability 
The competition of the project requires the submission of an After-LIFE plan that foresees the long-

term sustainability of the project. For this reason, it is required to increase the project reach-out and 

target potentially interested groups that could, in turn, provide support to sustain the project. It was 

agreed that a functioning version of the platform must be developed first in order to present it to 

any interested stakeholders. The following actions were suggested: 

a. Cost analysis for maintaining the platform 

b. Interest of current partners to continue with support 

c. Include more consumer organizations, especially those under the umbrella of BEUC 

d. Approach ADAC to ensure vehicle database updates 

e. Approach foundations/Create a spin-off company 

f. Establish connections with related stakeholders e.g. rental companies, taxis 

g. Assess data quality and the possibility of selling it in an aggregated (anonymous) form 

 

These ideas are considered preliminary and will be further expanded after the launch of the website 

and the cost analysis. The Advisory Board members are invited to provide feedback at any time and 

suggest any groups that could be interested in MILE21 along with other actions that the Consortium 

could take. 

Collaboration with other projects is also considered in order to enhance the project’s reach out. At 

this stage Altroconsumo is involved in the “Senti che aria” project that performs measurements of 

pollutants in some specific incoming routes of the city of Milan and in the EVE project. EVE is a new 

project on electric cars that involves Altroconsumo, DECO, OCU and TA. 

4.7.3 Including further information material (on the MILE21 website) 
It was considered that additional information could be included on the MILE21 website to inform 

further the consumers about the environmental and financial impact of their vehicles. ICCT 

presented an upcoming global LCA that was performed by FIA Foundation, Global Fuel Economy 

Initiative and ICCT. The LCA offers a tool that it could be implemented in the MILE21 website. Within 

the same project, it was also investigated the TCO of BEVs which could also be included. The level 

implementation on the MILE21 platform will be discussed in future Consortium meetings as initially 

it is needed to consult on the feasibility of this with the platform developers. Advisory Board 

members are invited to provide suggestions on synergies with other projects that could be included 

on the platform. 


